•894 / they were making considerable noise, uttering a variety of strange notes, many of which were subdued and conversational. When it was quite dark I crept on hands and knees into the woods, which consisted mainly of young oaks, to within about forty feet of the Crows, when suddenly one sounded an alarm, and the others flew from the low trees without uttering a sound. They lit only a few yards away, but scattered in their flight, and the Crow who did the cawing lit in the next tree from that used as a roost.
IN TIqE ycars x$$ 7 and •$$$ a party from the University of Michigan visited the Philippines for the purpose of scientific exploration. During this visit several irnportant facts relating
to the distribution of birds in these islands were noticed. As one island after another was explored, it was found, its was to be expected, that most of the genera of birds were contiuually recurring, thus giving a general similarity to the bird fauna of all the islauds.
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Each genus was ordinarily represented by but a single species in a place, so that the number of species and the number of genera in any one locality were nearly equal. This resulted from the fact that in a large number of genera the islands possessed but a single widely distributed species of each, and that in a large number of other genera, though each genus existed in the islands in several species, each of these species occupied a limited area of its own made up of one or more adjacent islands. In this limited area it existed by itself, sharply separated from the other species of the satne genus.
This reappearance of genera in new specific forms in each distinct area was so frequent with a large number of them that the members of the party learned to expect and to look for local species of these whenever a new island was reached.
On making a study of the distribution of the genera and species of birds collected by the party in these islands on our return to the United States, the t•cts above noticed were found to be further reaching and of •nore importance than was at first supposed, and to point to a law of distribution which, if established, must have great influence upon the theories for the creation of species.
In this study only the collections made by the members of the party have been used. Great care was taken with these in noting the exact place of collection, sex, color of eyes, etc., while with many collections formerly made from the islands it was supposed sufficient to label them as from the Philippines.
About five thousand specimens of birds were collected by the party, belonging to nearly or quite four hundred species. These were collected on seventeen distinct islands of the group, which were chosen from their size and location as representative of the whole.
These collections, while not comprising all species known from the islands, are so nearly complete that any just conclusion drawn from their study must be accepted as truth, which further exploration will only strengthen.
The into single species only, or having formerly existed in more species they have been reduced to their present state by the great changes of area and other conditions to which the islands are subject. Such are the genera of Cuckoos, Zepid%,'rammus, Oasylophus, and Oryococcyx, the Starling 6'arcops, and the curious Timeline form •)asycrotopha. It is probable that a few genera of this list, among them Scops, ]7alrachoslomus, and ,•egapodius, will be found to have more than oue species in the islands. In this case they will fall into List C, and will in no sense weaken the conclusions of this paper.
In fifty-three genera, with oue hundred and fifty-three species, each genus is represented in the Philippines by two or more species, each of which exists in a limited area of its own, sharply separated by sea channels from the similar areas occupied by the other species of the same genus.
These genera, with the number of species of each found occurring in the archipelago, are as follows :-- The western islands or Paragua and Balabac seem to lack the genus altogether. Though some hnndred and fifty specimens of this genus were procured, in no case were individuals of two species found inhabiting the same island, though the straits separating islands were in some cases very narrow. This is notably so with the islands of Negros and Cebu, occupied respectively by Z. regulus and Z. chrisonolus. These islands approach each other so closely at the straits of Dmnaguete that the outlines of houses and trees can be readily made out across them.
The In seventeen genera, with seventy-four species, each genus is represented in the islands by several species: two or more of which may be found inhabiting the same island; but the species thus found together, with the same generic name, differ greatly in size or coloring or other structures and belong to different natural sections or subgenera.
These sections or subgenera themselves may each be repre- Authors have alre,ady attempted in several cases to raise the natm'al sections of these genera to generic rank.
Whenever the birds of two sections of one of the genera named above differ greatly in size, the species of the section of larger, longer-winged birds will be more widely distributed than the smaller birds of the other; one of the larger species being able 
